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How many car washes will              


it take to fill in the $25�billion state budget hole?








�





The recession on top of chronic, structural underfunding of our schools has produced a severe budget crisis that is being used as an excuse for severe cuts.





Texas AFT’s message to legislators: “We need a balanced approach to balancing the state budget, not knee-jerk responses and meat-ax cuts.”





TEXAS AFT’S THREE-POINT PROGRAM


�#1 Avoid Layoffs and Cuts


Use the state’s Rainy Day Fund—all $9 billion of it—to avoid needless cuts in core public services like education.


Make full use of other legitimate short-term sources, including federal aid, to avoid cuts and layoffs.


�#2 Fix the Structural Shortfall


     Lawmakers cut school taxes in 2006 without providing promised equivalent new 


     sources of revenue to meet growing needs. We need new revenue. Options Texas AFT supports include:


Closing sales-tax loopholes for businesses and professional services (but keep exemptions for health care, child care)


Increase tobacco taxes


Close loopholes in the business franchise tax


    These options would keep overall tax rates lower by sharing the tax load fairly.








#3 Use the Money Wisely—Provide Full Funding for Schools, Fairly Distributed


With reliable long-term funding, we can increase state aid to cover more of the cost of educating 4.8 million students in Texas public schools.


We can distribute the money equitably, so students’ access to a good education doesn’t depend on their Zip Code.


To supplement state aid, local school boards should regain their ability to raise local tax rates at least a few pennies without triggering a rollback election. This move would restore their capacity to improve pay, benefits, class sizes—and would avoid destructive cuts.





Instead of holding a car wash, go to www.texasaft.org and send a letter to your senator and state representative addressing the state budget.








Do What’s Right!
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