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Students and school employees used as pawns in the name of education reform, budget 

               relief
HB 400 by Representative Rob Eissler is a dangerous bill that would roll back decades of educational quality safeguards in state law.  Class-size caps for K-4 classrooms would be lifted; salary floors in state law would be replaced with district-by-district determination of teachers’ pay, which would be based in significant part on students’ standardized-test scores.
Beginning with the 2011-12 school year, the bill would replace the current 22:1 class-size restrictions for grades kindergarten through four with a requirement for a district-wide average of 22 students in classes for those grade levels with authorization to enroll up to 25 students per class—and districts still could get waivers to raise class sizes even higher..
Educators’ contract rights would be impaired in multiple ways. For instance, educators would lose the right to an independent, impartial hearing when a district terminates their contracts. 

Superintendents and self-styled “reformers” have made it quite clear that they would be pushing for all these rollbacks of state quality standards even if school districts were fully funded.  The comprehensive repeal of salary, class-size, and contract standards in HB 400 has nothing to do with an agenda of “saving jobs” as superintendents claim.
It is time to stop sacrificing students and school employees as pawns in the budget crisis. The legislature needs to adopt a balanced approach to solve the revenue shortfall problem. A balanced approach includes using the rainy day fund, maximizing federal dollars, and closing tax loopholes.
Want to call right now?  Simply dial toll free to 1-888-836-8368 (give your state senator’s or representative’s name, and ask to be connected).
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