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Texas Legislature Returns

January 11, 2011
The legislative session that starts in January 2011 will be the toughest we have faced since 2003. The budget crisis is being used as an all-purpose excuse to:

1. make deep, destructive cuts in school funding

2. eliminate educational quality safeguards like class-size limits

3. use standardized test scores to blame and fire “bad teachers” and shut down public schools

4. skim highly motivated students into charter schools or voucher schools—leaving traditional neighborhood schools with even fewer resources to serve the most disadvantaged students
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Help build momentum by becoming a grass-roots legislative activist. 

Sign up today! Send the application on the back of this flyer to your local, to Texas AFT at 3000 S. IH 35, Suite 175, Austin, Texas 78704, or fax to 512-448-0678.

To counter these threats, we need to build momentum for our own positive agenda. For example:


smaller classes to allow more attention for each child’s needs


new funding for early-childhood education


higher standards for the teaching profession


real support for teachers striving to improve their practice


positive use of assessments and accountability, to solve problems, not place blame


re-envision the neighborhood school as the center of a web of community support for students and their families
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Do What’s Right!





Our Message to Lawmakers…








