Texas AFT June 2010 Web letter on testing/accountability reform:

Reform School Accountability–Focus on Students, Not Tests

Dear (state senator/state representative):

Despite some recent changes around the edges of our state’s test-driven school accountability system, it is increasingly obvious that this test-focused system is not delivering the quality education our students deserve. They deserve better than a system that forces their teachers to narrow the focus of instruction to preparation for simplistic standardized tests. Testing has become the master instead of the servant of instruction and learning.

There are better ways to measure the accomplishments of our students, teachers, and schools, and better ways to drive school improvements that will deliver the well-rounded education our students need. I urge you to make the reform of the punitive, test-obsessed accountability system a top priority in the 2011 session.   

Reform should start by putting the focus back on students and what they need, not on tests. 

Multiple measures of student achievement should be used to gauge growth and shape instruction, including measures of the social/emotional learning that is essential to success beyond high school. Supportive interventions should take the place of punitive sanctions like school closure that don’t help students but do hurt communities while inducing principals and teachers to focus more excessively than ever on test scores. The legislature should halt the misuse of test scores as the basis for scientifically unsound “value added” measures of student, teacher, and school performance.

The legislature also should hold itself accountable for providing the resources schools need and for bolstering neighborhood schools with a web of community support services to meet the needs of students and their families.

Interventions to improve schools should be based on what we know works:  developing school leaders who can nurture leadership in others; building parent-community ties; continuously enhancing the professional capacities of faculty and staff; fostering a student-focused culture of support for striving and successful engagement in learning; a strong, well-rounded curriculum and the instructional tools needed to deliver instruction–including tests, in their proper place, as diagnostic tools.

