Template for Letter to Potential Allies on Reform of Testing/Accountability

Dear (name of potential individual/organizational partner):

It is increasingly obvious that our state’s test-driven system of school accountability is seriously off track. Our students deserve better than a system that narrows the focus of instruction to preparation for simplistic standardized tests. Testing has become the master instead of the servant of instruction and learning.

We at (name of your local) believe there are better ways to measure the accomplishments of our students, teachers, and schools, and better ways to drive school improvements that will deliver the well-rounded education our students need. The current excessive emphasis on standardized testing as the basis for a punitive, top-down accountability system does a disservice to students and schools alike. 

We would like to share our thinking with you and ask you to share with us in turn your own ideas for refocusing the Texas school accountability system on the real needs of students. 

I will soon follow up this letter with a phone call to initiate this conversation. My hope is that we can find ways to work together on a common agenda of accountability reform that will carry the day in the 2011 session of the Texas legislature (and ultimately in the U.S. Congress as well). 

Sincerely,

your name

name of your local

